
Extraordinary Meeting of Flaunden Parish Council (FPC) 

Monday, 25th June, 2018 

MINUTES 

 

Attending from Flaunden Parish Council: Vivienne Adams (Chair), Pam Esom, John 

Newman, Jill Sanders, Diane Wass   

Apologies: Jack Debnam (RFO and Acting Clerk) 

Additional Attendee: Representative of Alvin Michaels, The Bricklayers Arms 

An extraordinary meeting was held to discuss urgent items related to FPC business, in 

particular recent developments with the unexpected appearance of a gate at the crossroads 

near The Bricklayers Arms, adjacent to Flaunden Lane. A representative from The 

Bricklayers Arms was also invited to attend for discussion of this urgent matter.  

1. New Gate Near Cross Roads Juxtaposing The Bricklayers Arms and Flaunden 

Lane 

 

Background 

FPC were notified of the removal of hedging and sudden, unexpected appearance of a 

gate on North Oaks Farm near the cross roads of Hogpits Bottom and Flaunden Lane, 

immediately juxtaposed to the road leading to the Bricklayers Arms. It should be noted 

that an Article 4 is associated with the land preventing its development in any way. The 

new gate, which was at that time not secured, gave free access to the land owned by Mr. 

Michaels immediately behind The Bricklayers Arms and also posed a security threat to 

his property. FPC gave support that the gate should be made secure as soon as 

possible due to the security issue presented for Mr. Michaels, both as a landowner and 

restaurateur/publican.  

 

Following this occurrence, FPC have been liaising with the Dacorum Borough planning 

department and have obtained a copy of the land register to understand the matter 

further. The historic records show that there was, many years before, a previous gate at 

the new entry point. However, in 2002 a planning application was made to change the 

access point to further up Flaunden Lane (at that time the owner of the plot was Mr. 

North of Chorleywood, but the plots are subsequently being sold by perfectplots.co.uk). 

At that time the planning application was granted for a new access gate to be created on 

Flaunden Lane, but only on the proviso that the old gate was closed and new hedging 

planted and thereafter ceased from use on the first day that a vehicle made access via 

the new entry point on Flaunden Lane. The records were clear that permission for only 

one gate were given. The planning officer visited the site with FPC and following this 

agreed with FPC that they should present an opinion on which of the two gates should 

remain as use of both would be contravened by the prior planning application granted 

and that only one gate /access point should remain. 

 

Discussion Summary & Conclusion 

The FPC took into consideration that damage to the hedging and natural environment by 

the newly inserted entry point / gate had already been done, and that in fact the other 

entry point further up Flaunden Lane was now very much overgrown and had ceased to 

be in use some years prior. The Bricklayers Arms representative also informed the FPC 



that the new gate had only been used infrequently, by a horse owner twice in the last few 

weeks, and therefore the threat to road safety due to vehicles leaving the exit point near 

the crossroads was low. Furthermore, now the gate had been secured with a padlock the 

threat to the land and property of Alvin Michaels was greatly reduced.  Although 

disappointed that the damage had occurred with no prior warning, it was weighed up that 

rather than further damage the natural surroundings by re-establishing the entry point on 

Flaunden Lane, it would on balance be the opinion of the FPC that the new access point 

would remain and the approval for the Flaunden Lane access point be withdrawn. This 

opinion was, however, conditional on the current usage patterns of the new access point 

and the FPC will continue to monitor this. 

 

Next Steps 

• Diane Wass will summarise the discussions in a draft e-mail and Vivienne Adams will 

review and adapt this and e-mail Edward Arnolds informing him of the FPC position. 

(Actions now completed) 

 

2. The 100th Birthday of Edith Stevenson (‘Madge’) 

In a small community like Flaunden, a local resident reaching their centenary birthday is 

regarded as a great milestone and an opportunity for celebration and bringing the village 

together. The Chair informed the FPC that an afternoon tea in the village hall with cakes 

and decorations was being planned for 7th September and the village and friends had 

been invited. The event is being funded the village church and others and a request for a 

donation towards the village event from the FPC was discussed. The counsellors gave 

approval on principle for this donation, but also asked that a request to the village hall to 

donate the hall for free should also be made (and/or fee rates should be reduced 

significantly) as this is an event for the village.  

 

Next Steps 

• Vivienne Adams will ask the village hall if the premises could be given free for this 

special village event (or fees reduced) 

• Vivienne Adams will make arrangements for the small FPC donation as appropriate. 

 

 

3. Old Oak Planning Permission 

Pam Esom updated the FPC that planning approval for three caravans with human 

habitation had been given at Old Oak of Hogpits Bottom. It was noted that the permission 

related to the front-mid end of the land area and that the rear of the land had not been given 

permission for development.   

Next Steps 

• No further action 

 

4. AOB 

• The next FPC meeting, originally scheduled for 9th July, will be rescheduled pending 

church room availability (Vivienne Adams will check availability then confirm). Once 

confirmed Diane Wass will update the website to reflect the new time.  

• Jill Sanders updated the FPC that there had been complaints around Bridleway 1 

with respect to clearing some overgrowth on the path. She updated the team that it 

had now been cleared and it was noted that the FPC should consider a Christmas 

gift for the person who had personally taken time to clear the bridleway.  


