
 

 

FLAUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday 5th March 2018 - 7.30 p.m. in the Church Room 

 

MINUTES 
Attendees:   

Councillors: Vivienne Adams (Chairman), Jill Saunders, Pam Esom, John Newman, Diane Wass 

Others : Jack Debnam (RFO and Acting Clerk), Colin Gurney (Village Warden) and 4 Members of the 

Public 

 

1 Apologies for Absence: Dacorum Councillor Gbola Adeleke (by email read after meeting)  

2 Declaration of Personal Disclosable Pecuniary Interests:  None received.    

3 Public Questions:  No public questions  

4 Clerk:  

- Vivienne reported the sad loss of Keith Robinson who had been the Clerk to the Council 

for the last 6 months.  It was agreed that Jack Debnam would fill the role of Acting Clerk as 

a temporary measure until a new Clerk could be found.  It was also agreed that action 

would commence to find a new Clerk with an advert in the Flaunden Flyer and on the 

Flaunden Notice Board.  Vivienne noted that the Council had the benefit of procedures 

and files created for this purpose by Linda Inchenko when she was Clerk to the Parish. 
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5 Approval of Minutes:  

- The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 8th January were approved and signed with 

the amendment of the name of Mr P Hart in section 7 to Mr P Wright.   

 

6 Chair (Vivienne): 

- Silver Salver: Vivienne reported that it was time to decide on the recipient for the 

Flaunden Silver Salver and it was agreed that the councillors would discuss this 

confidentially when members of the public had left. 

- Easter Egg Vouchers:  Agreed that Jack would create the usual Easter Egg vouchers for the 

children in the village and Diane agreed to add a notice of the event to the Village 

Noticeboard.  
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7 Environment (Jill): , 

- Litter Blitz: Jill reported a successful litter blitz on 24th February with a good number of 

residents turning out.  20 bags of rubbish and 6 bags of recyclables had been collected. Jill 

praised the Village Warden for the good state of the lanes and reported the kindness of 

Alvin at the Bricklayers Arms for his usual generosity in providing refreshments to all. 

- Jill also reported the find of a large number of black sacks containing suspicious contents 

thought possibly to be drugs.  Police had been informed and had collected the sacks. 

- Jill reported that Dacorum is planning a public drive to deter Fly Tipping, which has been 

on the increase and costs the council considerable sums. 

- Village Hall: Jill reported that the Village Hall Committee had expressed their appreciation 

to the Parish Grant for the grant to upgrade electrics at the Hall and that the work had 

been commissioned.  She also reported that, as in previous years, she had been given 

authority to set measures to protect the cherry tree and wild flower areas at the Hall. 

- Web Site: Diane offered to add regular Village Hall events to the Village web site. 

- PPP: Jill reported that the usual invitation has been received to apply for a £1,000 grant for 

work on the Parish Paths.  She suggested that it might be used to repair the more 

damaged areas on the footpath from Hogpits to the Church; and that the track through 

Plantation Wood needed attention in parts.  Jill will ensure that a grant application is made 

in good time. 

- Tesco Bags for Life Grants:  Jill reported that Tesco offer grants that are paid out of the 

funds they gather through selling bags for life.  It was agreed that this was something that 

the Council could consider if the need arose. 

- Over-hanging Trees – A member of the public reported a number of trees in the area that 
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had been damaged by the recent snow and heavy rains and that were over-hanging the 

roads and proving a danger to traffic.  The areas were listed and John agreed to follow the 

problem up, first with a survey on his bicycle and then with Herts Highways. 

-  
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8 Planning (Pam): 

- Pam reported that the applications had been granted for: Holly Blue (formerly Toad Hall); 

Old Chapel, Birch Lane; and Copse Cottage. 

- Sharlowes Farm: Dacorum are currently considering an application for permitted 

development at Sharlowes Farm for the creation of three houses from barns at the end of 

the access road, and the conversion of thee barns on the far left hand side of the access 

road to light industrial use. 

- Land North of Home Farm (Glendale Farm): Pam reported that she had not heard of any 

appeal by the owners of Glendale Farm against the reparation enforcement notice 

delivered on them and that, in the absence of an appeal, the owners had one month to 

rectify the problem. 

- Bag End: Pam reported that the Inspector had allowed the appeal against the original 

refusal of the application of Bag End to convert the garage to a four-bed house despite the 

adverse comments of the parish council. 
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Highways (John): 

- SID: John reported that he had now received traffic data from the SID recently installed in 

the Village.  After analysis, the data showed: 

o 103,248 vehicles travelled (in one direction) along Hogpits in 89 days 

o That works out at 1,160 vehicles per day, in other words serious numbers. 

o Of the vehicles listed 16% exceeded 35 mph 

o And 50% exceeded 30mph. 

- John reminded the meeting that the Council would be charged to change the current 

location of the SID back to Hogpits Bottom and it was agreed that the council would wait to 

receive speed and vehicle figures from the Village Hall location before deciding whether it 

should be moved. Diane asked if there was evidence that the SID had affected traffic 

speeds and numbers in the area.  John reported anecdotal evidence that it had but 

promised to look at the data to see what might be deduced. 

- Grips: Colin (Warden) reported that he had cleared all grips where useful advantage could 

be had, but he noted that in some areas the gullies were higher than the grips, thus 

rendering the grips useless.  John will request action from Dacorum Highways to provide a 

digger to clear the gullies where needed. It was noted by a member of the public that 

telephone cables were buried along the lane in the area. 

- Finger post at Shantock: It was asked if something could be done about the deteriorating 

finger post at the Shantock junction given that it was beyond the Flaunden Parish border.  

Colin reported that the post was beyond repair.  It was agreed that the council would 

consider paying for the cost of a replacement and Diane agreed to research a source for a 

new post. It was reported that Sarratt Parish had recently replaced all their village posts 

and might know of a good source of supply.  

- Gully outside Flaunden Stables: It was reported that the gully had not been cleared for 

some years and John agreed to report to Dacorum and seek a solution. 
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10 Community (Diane) 

- Parish Emails: Diane is now dealing with all FPC emails, monitoring the inbox and 

forwarding to councillors as required.   

- On-line Notice Board: Diane has also taken responsibility for the Flaunden Notice Board 

and reported good involvement of the parishioners.  Vivienne expressed the appreciation 

of the council for Diane’s enthusiastic involvement. 

- Data Protection: Diane, Jack and Vivienne are booked to attend a Data Protection seminar 

later in the month to be updated on the new Data Protection Legislation, which comes into 

effect later this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

- Crime Rates: Diane reported on the dramatically increased crime figures recently reported 

for Flaunden.  She asked that Villagers be warned to be vigilant and dial 101 to report 

anything suspicious.  Villagers should also warn neighbours if they plan to be away from 

the house for a few days. Diane will add suitable comments to the Notice Board. 

-  
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11 Clerk:  (Jack) 

- Nothing to report. 
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Finance Report (Jack)  

- Payments and Receipts: Jack provided a list of payments and receipts made since the 

previous meeting. Nothing of significance to report on. 

- Forecast v Budget: Jack produced a report of forecast results for the year v budget for the 

year and highlighted significant differences.  He expected an overspend this year of £2,641 

to be taken from reserves in line with current policy. 

- On-line Payments: Following approval at the last meeting Jack tabled a Unity Trust Bank 

Mandate to authorise on-line payments with the following permissions: 

o Jack Debnam - View account and submit payments of no more than £1,000 

o Vivienne Adams and Jill Saunders – View account and authorise payments of no 

more than £1,000 

- The cheque authority remains the same as before. 

- It was agreed that the Bank Mandate be approved. 

- Financial Regulations: Jack advised the meeting that the Parish Financial Regulations 

needed to be updated to allow on-line banking payments. It was agreed that they be 

amended by the insertion of the following paragraph in section 5  

‘5.5     Payments on-line shall require the approval of at least one Councillor who shall not 

be the creator of the payment. The maximum amount allowed for any single on-line 

payment shall be £1,000.’ 
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13 AOB: 

- Plantation Wood: A member of the public reported that the owner of the top right hand 

section of the wood had applied for power to be provided to the caravan located in the 

wood, and that he had been involved in an incident of poisoning water supplies for horses 

in the area.  Photo evidence had been supplied and the Police were investigating.  

 

 

14 To suggest items for the Agenda of the next meeting. No suggestions 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9:20pm   

 

2018 PC Meeting Dates 

 
Month Date  Time Venue 

May APM and APCM 18th May 19.30 Village Hall 

July 9tth (if needed) 19.30 Church Room 

September 10th 19.30 Church Room 

November 12th 19.30 Church Room 

 

 

 

 

Chairman -------------------------------------------------  


